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1
DALLY PRACTICING SYSTEMS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is related to prior provisional
application Ser. No. 60/459,434, filed Mar. 31, 2003, entitled
“DALLY PRACTICING SYSTEM?”, and, prior provisional
application Ser. No. 60/492,890, filed Aug. 6, 2003, entitled
“DALLY PRACTICING SYSTEM” from both of which
priority is claimed, and the contents of which are incorpo-
rated herein by these references and are not admitted to be
prior art with respect to the present invention by the mention
in this cross-reference section.

BACKGROUND

This invention relates to providing systems for assisting a
user in practicing dallying. Dallying is the act of wrapping
a rope around the horn of a saddle. Dallying is one of the
fundamental skills involved in roping which many cowboys
and cowgirls need to practice for roping competition in
tournaments, rodeos, etc. It is important for such cowboys
and cowgirls to achieve a high level of skill at dallying.
Speed and proper technique can give a competitive advan-
tage and improper dallying can result in serious injuries. For
example, team roping is a timed contest in a rodeo that
features two cowpersons competing together: a “header” and
a “heeler”. The header ropes the steer’s head, dallies (wraps
the end of the rope around the saddle horn) and pulls the
steer with the rope. The heeler then ropes the back legs of the
steer, dallies, and stops his horse. When the heeler catches
and dallies and both ropes are tight, the header stops and
turns his horse to face the heeler, and the clock is stopped.
The team with the fastest time wins the competition.

It is especially important for the heeler to dally soon after
roping the steer for at least two reasons: 1) to stop the steer
from pulling the rope out of the heeler’s hands; and 2) to
complete the run and stop the clock as fast as possible. The
force the steer exerts on the rope can make dallying difficult.
The heeler must judge the slack in the rope and how quickly
the slack is being taken up. The heeler must also judge
whether and how much rope to let slip to create more slack,
if necessary.

The heeler’s/dallyer’s fingers can be smashed or even
ripped off by the tension in the rope if dallying is not
accomplished properly. For these reasons it is important to
practice the technique of dallying—and to practice it safely.

OBIJECTS AND FEATURES OF THE
INVENTION

A primary object and feature of the present invention is to
provide dally practicing systems. A further object and fea-
ture of the present invention is to provide a system that
assists a user in practicing dallying.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention
to provide such a system that is relatively safe. It is a further
object and feature of the present invention to provide such
a system that has a safety release.

It is yet a further object and feature of the present
invention to provide such a system a tensioner for retracting
a dally training line. It is a further object and feature of the
present invention to provide such a system having adjustable
tension. It is yet a further object and feature of the present
invention to provide such a system having irregular and/or
eccentric tension. It is yet a further object and feature of the
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present invention to provide such a system having a ten-
sioner attachable to a fixed object.

It is a further object and feature of the present invention
to provide such a system that comprises a safe method of
dallying training. It is a further object and feature of the
present invention to provide such a system that simulates the
conditions of competition to provide more valuable training.

A further primary object and feature of the present inven-
tion is to provide such a system that is efficient, inexpensive,
and handy. Other objects and features of this invention will
become apparent with reference to the following descrip-
tions.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof, this
invention provides a dally training system, for use by a
dallyer, for safe dally-practicing, near a substantially fixed
object, using at least one saddle horn and using at least one
dally rope, comprising, in combination: line means for
providing at least one selectably retractable line; tension
means for controllably applying at least one tension force to
such line for selectably retracting such line means; and at
least one such dally rope. Moreover, it provides such a dally
training system wherein line means comprises such at least
one such dally rope. Additionally, it provides such a dally
training system further comprising first connection means
for connecting such line means to such at least one such
dally rope. Also, it provides such a dally training system
further comprising second connection means for connecting
such tension means to the fixed object. In addition, it
provides such a dally training system further comprising
second connection means for connecting such tension means
to the fixed object. And, it provides such a dally training
system further comprising saddle horn means fixable in
adjacent position to such dallyer when such dallyer is using
such line means in such dally-practicing.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a dally training system for safe
user-practicing, near a substantially fixed object, using at
least one user’s rope, the dallying steps to be used by a user,
comprising, in combination: line means for providing at
least one retractable line; tension means for applying at least
one tension force to such line for retracting such line means;
and saddle horn means for dallying substantially adjacent to
such dallyer when such dallyer is using such line means in
such dally-practicing. Further, it provides such a dally
training system wherein line means comprises such at least
one such dally rope. Even further, it provides such a dally
training system further comprising first connection means
for connecting such line means to such at least one such
dally rope. Moreover, it provides such a dally training
system further comprising second connection means for
connecting such tension means to the fixed object. Addi-
tionally, it provides such a dally training system further
comprising second connection means for connecting such
tension means to the fixed object.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment hereof, this
invention provides a dally training system, relating to use by
a dallyer, for safe dally-practicing, near a substantially fixed
object, using at least one saddle horn and using at least one
dally rope, comprising, in combination: line means for
providing at least one selectably retractable line; tension
means for controllably applying at least one tension force to
such line for selectably retracting such line means; and such
at least one dally rope. Moreover, it provides such a dally
training system, wherein such line means comprises such at
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least one dally rope. Additionally, it provides such a dally
training system, further comprising first connection means
for connecting such line means to such at least one dally
rope. Also, it provides such a dally training system, further
comprising second connection means for connecting such
tension means to the substantially fixed object. In addition,
it provides such a dally training system, further comprising
second connection means for connecting such tension means
to the substantially fixed object. And, it provides such a dally
training system further comprising saddle horn means for
holding such line means fixable in adjacent position to such
dallyer when such dallyer is using such line means in such
dally-practicing.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a dally training system, relating to
use by a dallyer, for safe dally-practicing, near a substan-
tially fixed object, using at least one saddle horn and using
at least one dally rope, comprising, in combination: at least
one line structured and arranged to provide at least one
selectably retractable line; at least one tensioner structured
and arranged to controllably apply at least one tension force
to such at least one line; and selectably retract such at least
one line; and such at least one dally rope. Further, it provides
such a dally training system, wherein such at least one line
comprises such at least one dally rope. Even further, it
provides such a dally training system, further comprising at
least one first connector adapted to connect such at least one
line to such at least one dally rope. Moreover, it provides
such a dally training system, further comprising at least one
second connector adapted to connect such at least one
tensioner to the fixed object. Additionally, it provides such
a dally training system, further comprising at least one
second connector adapted to connect such at least one
tensioner to the fixed object. Also, it provides such a dally
training system further comprising at least one saddle horn
to hold such at least one line fixable in adjacent position to
such dallyer when such dallyer is using such at least one line
in such dally-practicing.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a dally training system, relating to
safe dally-practicing, near a substantially fixed object, using
at least one dallyer’s rope, the dallying steps to be used by
a dallyer, comprising, in combination: providing at least one
line; applying at least one tension force to such at least one
line for retracting such at least one line; connecting such at
least one tension force to the substantially fixed object;
connecting such at least one line to such at least one
dallyer’s rope; and dallying substantially adjacent to such
dallyer when such dallyer is using such at least one line in
such dally-practicing.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a dally training system, relating to
use by a dallyer, for safe dally-practicing the steps of
dallying, near a fixed object, using at least one saddle horn
and using at least one dally rope, comprising, in combina-
tion: at least one line; at least one tensioner adapted to apply
at least one tension force to such at least one line such that
such at least one line is retractable; and at least one saddle
horn to hold such at least one line substantially adjacent to
such dallyer when such dallyer is using such at least one line
in such dally-practicing. In addition, it provides such a dally
training system, wherein such at least one line comprises
such at least one dally rope. And, it provides such a dally
training system, further comprising at least one first con-
nector to connect such at least one line to such at least one
dally rope. Further, it provides such a dally training system,
further comprising at least one second connector to connect
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such at least one tensioner to the fixed object. Even further,
it provides such a dally training system, further comprising
at least one second connector to connect such tensioner to
the fixed object. Moreover, it provides such a dally training
system, further comprising at least one saddle horn to hold
such at least one line fixable in adjacent position to such
dallyer when such dallyer is using such at least one line in
such dally-practicing.

Additionally, it provides such a dally training system,
further comprising at least one reel. Also, it provides such a
dally training system, wherein such at least one tensioner
comprises at least one spring. In addition, it provides such a
dally training system, wherein such at least one tensioner
comprises at least one clutch system structured and arranged
to allow the dallyer to selectably control tension in such at
least one line. And, it provides such a dally training system,
wherein such at least one line comprises at least one safety
release. Further, it provides such a dally training system,
wherein such at least one safety release comprises at least
one hook and loop material. Even further, it provides such
a dally training system, further comprising at least one
anti-kinking element structured and arranged to assist anti-
kinking in such at least one line. The dally training system,
wherein such at least one anti-kinking element comprises at
least one swivel.

In accordance with another preferred embodiment hereof,
this invention provides a dally training system, relating to
use by a dallyer, for safe dally-practicing, near a fixed object,
using at least one saddle horn and using at least one dally
rope, comprising, in combination: at least one line; and at
least one tensioner adapted to apply at least one tension force
to such at least one line such that such at least one line is
retractable; wherein such at least one tensioner comprises at
least one reel adapted to wind and unwind such at least one
line. Even further, it provides such a dally training system
wherein such at least one reel comprises at least one eccen-
tric portion adapted to provide irregular retraction of such at
least one line. Even further, it provides such a dally training
system wherein such at least one eccentric portion comprises
at least one protrusion. Even further, it provides such a dally
training system wherein such at least one eccentric portion
comprises exactly one protrusion. Even further, it provides
such a dally training system further comprising at least one
dally rope.

Even further, it provides such a training system, further
comprising at least one anti-kinking element structured and
arranged to assist anti-kinking in such at least one line. Even
further, it provides such a dally training system, wherein
such at least one anti-kinking element comprises at least one
swivel. Even further, it provides such a dally training system
further comprising at least one safety release.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A shows a side view of a dally practicing system,
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, attached to a fixed object, e.g., a fence post, showing a
user pulling on the rope.

FIG. 1B shows a side view of the dally practicing system
of FIG. 1A, showing a user creating slack in the rope.

FIG. 1C shows a side view of the dally practicing system
of FIG. 1A, showing a user that has dallied the rope around
a saddle horn.

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of the dally retractor
according to FIG. 1A.

FIG. 3 shows a side view of the dally retractor according
to FIG. 2.


















